
Regional Interagency Coordinating Committee 
Minutes from 2-16-05 

 
1. Welcome  

Members Present:  Kirsten McIntyre, Sandra McMerty, Angela Johnson, 
Shonda Wild, Tara Bitz, Verl Walking Elk, Florence Ducheneaux, Dorothy 
Larson, Lisa Keidel, Jody Bettger-Huber, Anna Bergman, Kevin Vannett, Lorri 
Sandal, Marilyn Bender, Shelly Hauge, Connie Schwartz, Michelle Hougen, 
Roxane Romanick 

2. Review of Minutes/Members Updates – The minutes were reviewed and 
approvied. 

3. The committee approved the 2005 meeting dates. 
4. The recommendation to obtain approval on pending committee members from 

Deb Tibor, Kathy Perrin, and Carlotta McCleary was made.  Electronic 
notification will be sent to them. 

5. Connie Schwartz, Sandra McMerty, and Kirsten McIntyre will serve as 
chairs for the 2005 calendar year (Jan. – Dec., 2005). 

6. Roxane shared information with the committee about the National Office of 
Special Education Early Childhood conference held in Washington, DC in 
early February.  Both Roxane and Michelle were able to attend.  Important 
points from the conference:   
 Federal staff is beginning to take comments for the regulatory 

guidelines for the newly reauthorized Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act.  Individuals are able to make comments on-line. 

 Child and Family Outcomes are being proposed by the National Early 
Childhood Outcomes Center.  Comments regarding the measurement of 
these outcomes are being requested. 

 Still much emphasis on accountability, showing results, using evidence-
based strategies for intervention, maximizing natural learning 
opportunities, emphasis on adult learning theory and the coaching model. 

7. Roxane updated the committee on legislation pending in the North Dakota 
legislature.  Update on the Russell-Silver bill, interim study for children with 
special health care needs, and the status of the Department of Human 
Services budget. 

8. Program Updates: 
 Standing Rock continues to wait for licensure approval. 
 A question was raised about hospital referrals on newborns for Right 

Track and BAMBEE visits.  Suggestion made to contact hospitals every 6 
months to maintain implementation of material getting to families. 

9. Committee reviewed compliance data.  Michelle referenced the attached 
review of file monitoring.  Staff will receive training on needed corrections 



and in addition, BECEP has contracted with Geneva Woodruff to address 
training needs.  Geneva will train staff on working with high-risk families, 
completing family needs assessments, writing goals and objectives that 
maximize natural learning opportunities. Roxane informed the committee 
that the state office would like us to review one cluster area of the QIP per 
quarter.  Decision made to review Childfind in May. 
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